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Dyr. Bernie Nickel donates
“Three Ts” to VOSH-Kansas

by Diale K. Cale, OD
Co-DMrector, VOSH- Kansias
Shortly after raveling with
the VOSH - Kanses team ko
Panama earlier this
WY, . Bermde Mickel
rlf “"infl.rﬂ. Komnsae,
demated 8100000 to the
VIS H- Kansas pro-
gram. The March,
2000 trip wwas his ferst
VIOSH exrerience.
This spnificant
dimeriom o VIOSH-
Ko will be invested amd
the ntemead vl helf fund
opdtormetriats srho comdd not
nherwise tuke a VOSH mip,
Some of the money will also
g eoward the prerchase of
eqeifament wsed o frps.

Dy Mickel said of the
e r.!;f the VOSH trify om

his life, “It's not what vou do
forr themn buie vodiat they do for
you — vou will never be the
S FTe .

Rm!f} refirind,
Ly, Micke| had o sole
[ractice for 44 vears
i Winfield, He and
his wwife Doty
tﬂl-:-'-:ljr.'- wearled fo gax
omi oo VIOSH s, (¥
wears ago Mrs, Mickel
wai in a car accident,

Dr. Bernie Nickel oo vince o Lo 0 the

point swhere she eventually
necded a prosthesis,

When his wife possed aveary
it Felmuary, 1999, Hemie
decided he necded to portice.
puste i o VOMSH frip. He
]'rll'n.l:u‘ Flf'. WO F'rrrlrfh_'!.

Plevse twrm b fuge 2

Lor L. Paii Fuber, D, Nelsos Fdwards, Dy, Hevy Sdeer

REPORT FROM ALABAMA: Two new vice-preiidonts
were elected a the Late October aand mecting of VT in
Alabosrue: Dy, Patei Fshr and Dy, Nelson Edwards, Dy, Hay
Lefizer was elected president-elect and Charles Convingtom
vt afipaimied seonetary-freassrer. Crmet VT president Jeff
Marshall recognized retiving past-president Dy, Phil Hottel
and other officers swhose rode has nove champed.

It swas a0 vosekeersd r.f srnatherr J'h’.lllf.‘ih‘lll’"\l at ity VERY hest,
L, Pami Fuhr, preside of VOSH-Aldhwena aad her tewm
fromn the Schowd of Ctormetry UAB are to be comomenaded
for eheir hard swork and orpanization of the wedkend event.
Froen the hotel o the mevting room o the grear evenimg

petherings, they houd ol bases covered.

The hills of Honduras are alive with the sound of Ruth Berkling

by Labweile LY Amcer
Her slory reads like 3 cur

rend-chay senpt for “The Sound
of Muxic,” baf in Ruih
Berkling's vase. personil
iragedy deepensd her commil
miem] Boa Dle of serviee Lo the
poople of Honduras,

Even as i chikd Buth wanted
1o help people w olher Ccoun-
et Adler Timishing mursmg
aldies om 1Sl she sel oul on
her life poirney, raveling i
nnally 1 southem Ciermany b
wirk ina climic. [0 was there
that Kuth metl Amold
Berkling, & Gemman business-
man wid lived in san Fedro
Sula, Honduras.

Amaald hid retumed hosme

Mk Berkling 1ith o ywoumg
Hirsdwrien pantéine

o ez aficrnenth ol o bad car
et i owhsch he ksl fas
wile and wos scvercly
wureel, His twor young sons,
upes three and Towr, romanod
with friemds i Homduras
Armedd convineed Buth Lo

redurn to Central Amenca
willy hans im order o case Tor
his children.

Ruth arivved i Hossduras
wilh a working contract as a
RUNVE TR 11 |93 Two ears
later Honduras became her
rermanenl home becpuse she
mivmied hier boss, The |_'|.IIIF||,'
colehrated the hirth of &
|.|:II,.|E|'||I:'F m 1972

Kimoe Armold Berkling hindd
bewn a longtime Lions Clubs
micmher, Hudh foundd herseld
happily enmeshed in activities
fasr 1lee povior and sick of this
b=zt ul conaniry rlghl from
the hepinning. Then during
Faester Wk, 190K, sl anc
her husband were called upsan

io fete a group of VOSH-
Irdisipa CPMOETRCAR 1805 il
wiere conducting a ¢linic in EI
|"|'ll;.':-'.'u1. sl | |rl.'.l.lhll.
torwn. Ak time for their stay
deew tiv an end. 1he |5|_'|L||:I_||I-\.
asked the VOSH-Indiana

femimy foe coamne back agasn

Please tarm to puige 7

( INSIDE )
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Upcoming Trips  Pygs. 4, 5
Add Woannad P.5
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All VOSHers invited to join “fun-raiser”

T vhe Editow:

As a follrusp to owr sucoessful
Kilimemjere climd logt vear, we are jdan-
ning a seoond such event and would like
to imvite other VOSHers who'd like o
raise momey for their oun casses to join
LS.

Thhjﬂr':nm!.ﬂﬁ]ukdﬁwﬂ-hy
19.26, 2001, is a 7-day bike ride throegh
Bryce, Zion and Grand Canyon Natiomal
Parks. The trip will be totally ousfitted
by the experienced Backcmentry Touring
Compery, including top-of-the-line
srncmanibaiin bihes, Il.ufgn"',ﬁm:l. veim s
i) A Tl

There will be several levels of cveling
distances offered for ALL fitness levels.
The average long ride each day will be

Seeking help on
charging batteries
To the Editor:

VIOSH  Kansas is parchasng a Welsh
Allen anitorefroctor and (s concemed as
fo Farit others are keepiig the battery
charged when wied ol day. It supposedly
has only 3 hoers of wse without being
charged and the battery can only be
chargeel while in the metorefroctor and
LT T

We'd appreciate hearing from. o,

Dale Code, O deodetiimadkon met

7075 miles and the short ride will be 30.
40 miles. Yiet, anvone, of any time, will
be whle o bl imet into the wvam if chey
are having a bad day, There will be hik-
oy, B

Cost of the trip is $1, 300, excluding
airfare. All fundnsising detwils haven't
bwren woorked oar wet, et roughly, if one
radses 55,000, he or she goes free.

Ride !'II'III.“'I SCHTLE u[ CGiondd's s e
tacular kndscape and help relieve suffer-
ing af the same time,

Feel free to comtact me for further
informEtion or to sign on. Space (s b
el wo dom”t et it off?

Doweg Villella, O doogieivenie.ne

B14-459-5707 (w) Bl4-833-2554 (h)

Bemie Nichol shares time, talent and treasures

Comtinued from page |
. Gary Mickel of Independence,
Konsey, and the VIOSH- Konsas team for

the ventere,

When ashed whot msfrived him o go,
Bermie vecalled all the helpful things oh.
ers husad dome for hisn i his life and his
appreciation of their efforts. He had
comme fromn a lorge famnily of licde income
anid ooty hod beem good o him. He
awemitedd tor refury his frofescdom.

Throughaut his life Dy, Nichel has
ascribed o the philnesishy that momey
isesm't make voma by, ek whae vou do
awith it bringes muey jorvs, D, Nickel dies
nol puat talk the ealk. He financially
helped 65 or 7 pastients throngh college
il he compleraly funded o meeds 30-

Fall Wineer, 200K}

sear-obid woman through college. (She
groduated with a BY in Nursing, ) Dy,
Mickel made these commitmenis in
aaleliideny to funsdéng his own fwo chil-
dren's college edecation.

Ik, Mickel said his life is baile amosmad
the “Three Ts.™ Whm ashed o expluim,
he sl siaply tell vow to " Share your
time, talent, and freasures with others.”

Pevhape vour have funeds that con be
used 1o serie the less forhmare, O how
aehwinl giving sane time fo o mizsion’
Please consider signing on for a VOSH
eripy amadfor meking o comeribsition o
VOSH/ANTERNATIONAL or one of its
chaprers, For ferther informmastion, con-
tact Div. Joff Marshall, 317.322. 7788,
His e-mutil: dromin atl.met



What makes Dr. Doug Villella hike and otherwise help VOSH

Edigor's neoter Woe'd reoeived @ considorable
mu'rlh:'ruf e-mudil TTEEARRES froan D, Du-g
Villelka of PA regarding the Peten Jimgle
Project i Crearemala. Then, fos che e issiee
Derigg subeninted o lenter abeait rosiag fusds
ke clismhing Me. Kilimanjero. M.
ﬁih'mmlfﬂm.’ W e kidding! Since we were
curianas, e Ehosught o Dke po knonss maore
abuvut thiz driven man who wems o be
everyahere, dedicaring boendless emergy 1w
VIH-PA and the people of Chastemala.

When he was i aometry sohawd in
the 19805, Dy, Dowg Villella participated
i an anmed SYVOSH i te Hain,
Lsing meswdy acquired sdlls and working
with 200 classmates i a pormbation of
prenple in great meed, weth the adcled phis
of experiencing anather culture famed
ot der b e of the best expeniences of
D, Villella's bife.

Ciroduntion mterrujed D, Villells's
newwfound intevest, He entered the anmy
tor fulfill o schadarship requiremendt but
the deep impression of Haiti never left
the vomng oftormctriag,

Several vears later, after settling into
ofitvmetric practice and femily life, Dr.
Villzlla reneamed volimeeering on VOSH
tripy fo wariols counidties. Gradually he
catrne by feel stromgly thar sirgical coare
wats meveled to complement the pidimsry

eve care the teams were offering,

Them a great epiphany hoappened. O
hiz fimst VOSH-PA trip to Guaternala, a
blind man was Led inge the clinge by his
twn sons, They had walked for two fall
ddays onldy ro find out thar there wsas no

surgeoni, [romdcally, the very next day the
VOSHPA teamm miet am Americin mis-
stmary, Vincenr Pescaiore, who inuvited
them o baeild an eve clinge i the Peten
jungle regiom of Guatenake, Dr. Villella
amgd his fellow VOSHers ook on the pro.
ject.

Div. Diig Viblella nd s wife Holly

Since opening in 997, more than
33,0000 peerple haeve been treated at the
Jaciliey. It haes been normed the Vincen:
Pescatore Clmic in homor of this dedecat-
ed milssionary whae, ragically, disd ina
prletmie crash in early 1996, hefore the
climic was wfr and manning.

Tor date, some 2,110 patients hoave
received surgery, mostly cataraces and
cormga transplonts. VOSH.PA and
SVIOSH of the Permovlvania College of
Oiptaanetry have teamed togpether £o
matke twelve mmips o this reglon, Thes
hanve formed a foundation within
Cruatemnala which s directed by the theee

VOSH/INTERNATIOMNAL Fall ' Winter, 20000

clinic ophthalmologiss, all Guatemalans,
whio staff the facility three weeks sach
mewith,

With the azsiztance of o friend soho i
a professional granowriter, the dedicared
PA VOSHers have tapped indo smajor
funding, mostly from Botary and Lions
Tritermationl Fowndations,

The VOSHers have generated move
thar S 300,000 in grant money o fully
equip the clinic with svervthing from
operating microscopes to swig and diode
basers to a huge 1,200 b, aseoclave.

While currently haaesed in renial
space, pans are snderway to comsiruct a
new eye foclity swhich they anticipate
hecoming a specialty hospital for the

regiem.

Efforts tn create mech o successful firo.
fect have been shared by many VOSH
and SVIOSH volimteers, savs D, Villella
His job is chief fundraiser. Other vodun-
teers hove respomuihilities such as ship-
ping and receiving, requesting surgical
supplies, recvoling glasses, seffing wp the
optical lab, et

Early om in the project, v, Vilkella
winald spernd about 2-3 weeks per wear i
Crssternaela, Since the annasd gt
exceeds S200,000, he's now needed more
i Bhe SlEfes TOERERE Y,

Lomg term goal of the Peren Jungle
Projece ds to follow the objectéives of ehe
WHO Vigion 2020 initiarive and elimi-
reide il cvoiskebde Mindness from the
Peten region by the vear 2008, Dy,
Villells cxtismtes a seeead for 12000 suerg-
eries. A newly estabished optical lab will

tuke cone of all prescriptive evewear.

. Villella's wife Hollv is a physicion
assisume. She fell in lwe with
Craertewnala om her first visit o wears ago
and mmye porticgates ononisson s
dixing prv-op werkups and gereral med-
wiel cure, The Villellas' eleven-verr-old
dawghter is eager to jom them, b, says
Ui, Villella, “she'll have g waill « few

Wears.

For further imformoaiion and phistos of
the Peten Jungle Project, ge to mer web.
siter waae VIS Hoomg and deck om the
link 1o VOSH. A,

F'u;,;'t 3



For further hfrwmﬂirm ahout the following
WCOTITRE TR, CumiacE the Erify ampaenigor
b telephone and'or email is noted. Trips
are |isied in ovdey By commiry and e
wpcorming dote. Additional oy photos
regurding soeme clindcs are available through
limbes o the VT weberiter wwew  VOSH. omg

Mission [emders: We wani 1o do @ bereer
o of serving you omd VYOS Hers alike. Please
Bl 1 by eomailing updated erip injormation
a5 soom as it becomes avaikablle. With soer
comtimused ingmid, e com inform pogenideal
VIOSHers of opswrtsmities ds early on @ fos-
wible. E-MAIL: eveckamin g, com

t'ﬂh‘l—,h]ﬂ@fjlhfdﬂil'l_l“

®  ESTELL NICARAGUA
cigny, LH=L7, JOUM)

Burtura Plasgher, VOSH-Chio
arfiss it wenil.oom

®  BHUTAN, AFRICA. .. JUU
Denid Christepher, VOEH. Oregon
SO3-658-G600

W imter, JOO0

Jobm Gehrig, VOSH-FL.

[ rr|:|.r|J||||.—_pr||l vustar Lot il il

VOSH Nerthwest, Dr. Mot Sramjaer,

l,lrunr_\.-q:.]rlu sl Cum
& CAIRQ, EGYFT, D, 15-23, IO
VIOSH-CUregon, [, Ann Slocum: Edmesals
ehaty Brnwariala v s _cosn

& HOMANIAMOLDAVTA,

Jum. 2- 1+, DN

VOSHAOvepone Comtact D, Anm Sloom
Falrmmuds, theormsmdace o, comm

& HAITL eurly 2001

Rich Wemzel, VOSH-PA

el gierl il cari |.1|'l. bl g UfiblcEna Fiv
kelp esahlish newe optical kib

& AN JEEAM [DEL SUR,
NICARAGUA, Jum, 6-13, 2001

[, Maer Felimcling, YVOSHMWECO
iy bl b oo BOLAARLI THT

® AN JUAN DE LA MAGUANA,
COMINICAN REFUIRLIC

Jamsary f- L J00
[y, Gy Raslimidic, VOSH-NELCC)
R mimd 0w chael s 2T 02 dl Fafulfef

{home) J-924- 3606

® CGEANADA NMICARAGLA,
lam, 13-21, 2001

D, Carl Sakouvitz, NirtheasVOSH
400-423 01377 islomd DS idanl.com

®  NICARAGUA, Jamumry, 2001

Ik, Mark Ebben, VOSH - Wiscorisim
S20-Pist- 24841

®  DOMINICA, ke Jun. 2001,
VIDEH-MI, Dy, Dhan Wirubsd

depnvrsibe melomm 5 [ T80 2030

®  SANTAANA. EL SALVADOR.
Edmlll]: :'.| | HH"

Contact [, Hary Eddizer, VOSH-NMECD
UFR-A56-004T7  harrzelizeriE meadiaome net
® GUATEMALA, Felwugry, 200]
EVOSH-PCO Doug Villella doogieiterie.net
® GOMEZ PALACIO, MEXICO,
Fotrniirs, SO

Mike Brooke, brookemkeint ot oo

& JAMAINCA, Feb.. 20401

Phial [iiralepiaiot, 60957495500

®  OAXACA, MEXICO. Feb. 2001,
VOIS M -Calrada

Wil b hapsey to have stadomis.

. Gilemda Dienbom, 340332320250 o
el 2 ad eamrthlinkonee

® AN JUAN DE LA MAGUANA,

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, Feb 3, 200
WVORH- Wisconasen,
Jim Hormem, 9200 3248608

[T TR EE MR TR
S Lashowski, 9204695656 nocbadkoa:
ki i3 pah.comm,
*  MORELIAMICHOACAN, MEXICTE
Ech, 11-Feb, 18 200]
VIOSH-lonaaa, D, Phd Mortel 319 354-3267
tphscsie | Recamig oommy
®  THAILAND itws growpl,
. 2 24 3
VOSH-MNemthwes,
v Ed Worthem 2535512020
glnisionil harlaormet, com

Dr. Milt McCraom 360659 L4446

FricTTaE L sl .c1m

®  E GRILLO. MEXICO,

Feb, 15-21. JIHH

WVORH . PAL Jack Hawler

Hitnelrs 3ie awd cowm

& HONDUTRAS, Feb, |7-24, J(00]

D, Jeff Marshall VOSH-Indsana
J1T-322-F MM drjeni art. mel
®  PREDNISAN. HOMUURAN,
kate Feb., 200

[, Dy Bosehne VOSH - BA
dhmchninnasellkened  FHF-4R5-229]

™5 A MIRACLE: A simple pair of glasses ar the right time can save the vision of this
Wicarmgaa toddler who wan pramined oo VOSH.NECO team carlicr this wear

Page 4 VOSH/ANTERNATIONAL Fall/ Wineer 20000



® CHETUMAL MEXICO
Exth, 28-Murch 6, 2001

Mila Bragic, VOSH-NEWENCO
BrijicE prodige.ner (61 7-566-5209

®* CGUYANA, Merch 3-10, 200],
VOSH-MI Dva. Bob Foote, Dosg Totten
® ST LUCIA, Movch 3-10, 20|
VOSH-MI D, Daive Storer

srudierid s P [t PorT.com

*  GUAYMAS MEXHCY
March 9. 15, 2001

VOSH-MD M Cole 51F-223-H5731

® NOGALES, SONCRA, MEXIOO,
March L3- 18, 2001

VIDSH-FL D, John Gehirig
ol (i upor|dnet ot net

*  ALLEIUVELA COSTA RICA
Mlarch 15-Manch 25, 2001
VOSH-Wiscomsin, Mark Elbem

SRDLN- w2

®  PARACGUAY,

March 27-Apeld 11, J00]

VIOSH FL Charles Covington

A7 33052621 YOSHAmida i mm.com
®  GLUISAPA, EL SALVADOCER,
Slroh L2- 30, JO0]

VOSH-Oregom, [, Anm Slocaumn- Edmimds,
theclmusulain sm, com

®  SANTIAGO, CHILE, lare March, 200[
VORHAOWR [h. Ann Socien- Fadmols:

therl mumalaiion p. conm

& GHREMADA. March 30-Agnd 6, 200]
VOSH-MI Dy, Melsom Eibwumils

517223
®  PERL, Mosch, 2000

Iy, Mk Ebbfen, VORH- Wi
oA 2481

& LAPAZ BOLIVIA Apmil 27, 20T
ELbom Crrary, VOSH- Barsms 3 16650515 ]
®  CATACOMAS, HONDURAS,

t|| I '.!H!I

. D Keicha, VOSH-KA
dluhn i russellbs ner FE5483-229)

BIRE vl versigernet

®  WASHINGTON STATE, Sgring. 2001
VOSH- Northwes, [Deomestic mlislon o
curming migrand workers, fuomdies

Dre. Climdy Murmill, Stw Fromk

Cemeace; frank. sz ghe ong

*  MONTE PLATA,

DPOMINICAN REPUBLIC, June 817, 2001
LMk Craillerrd: Badevwelif v minulepering, com
® LAMERCED, PERLY, Juy 1624, 2001
orlamsdoryeiet weorldnet st et

& CROATIA Jily 28-Ang. 8, 200]
VOSH FL Charlbes Condmgon, $07. 1500836 |
WS HFlomidaitsman_coem

*  TACOA, HONDIURAS, e THA
Willliairn Diawia, SMGHT FOHR THE BLINTY
Dhnge Villella, 8148332559 dopie evie met

®  PMUBRTO VAILLARTA, MEXICO
Septomber. 2001

VIOSH-Norbwvest, Dy, Ed Rich, Staurt
Frank. Contact: frank.si@ighc.org

& JEREMIE, HAITIL MNovewmber, 2001
Vowh-NECD, Dr. Robert Pannone

1 -H6ILART - 260

# PANAMA CANAL Feb, J002

ol midiam.nes

®  SAMOA, Jiene, 2002

WOSH. Morthwese, D, Mike DeRosier
afrsrin fumiecnm

& VIETNAM, Lite Sepe, 20607
WEIRH - Indiena D, Joff Marshall
FI7-322-7788  dfrjemia gt nel

If s v bonkidig oo find @ siee for yomer VOSH
team or if sow're thinking of taking o o Lead-
eradapy oo it il knewa: wrhere i o, come
alder the fedloacing reguesins, W'l [ike 1o
it carey olifdrsmicl Bmaifioma or comisits
vou ey learm of. Send mfo to: Websmosier
Chsck Crvingtem: a e, YOS H g or i
the metislattey adinor eseclimivin ol oo

MEDIUGORIE
BOSNIA- HEREOUGOVINA; Newd
optometrises, ophthalmologists to serve

refuges, orfrhuens in this area, Comtagn
Lawra Allen, CARE FOR CHILIREN,

IIIJ.I.Il.'I'I P Sl i, O

MOBCCC Ulrgent regueest for an OM
tr ciesist srith cotoroct soreemmy and for
Jrrst-afr care in MNoa, 20000,

comtact: Jerry Kind, 2538578875
DURANGO CITY,

DURANGO, MEXICO

{ Mutermscteic desem wsenbed

Compact Antonio Roal, O01-818-1347

POSELTEGA, NICARAGLA
VOSH group swwamted, Cortact Barbara
Seiez-de Martinez, 812-335-0851. She
has family ties in Prseleega,

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

The Bates Relief (vganizetion {1TRA)
regubarty ongunizes medical teams fo serve
Haitimes sibin live o difficslt cmulitioma
om hateves in the Dominican Republic,
{emneirists are meeded for these tearmns,
Foor faerther information, visic the BRA
wehsite e hatevrelief org or comitact
[Nrick CGludlard, BRA President, o hates
relivfor mindspring oo

Meed for an miterested VOSH team to
wiork with 3 Guaranabo ephthalmols-
wists of the Vincemt Pescatore Eve Assn.
These surgevms are dedicuted wothe geoals
".f the WHOY Vision 20X fnitiogite |:l_f
eliminaring all avoldable indness within
Chaetemneilin by the vepr 200240

Contact v Do Vilbslba,
bl erieonet 8445595000
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SMOWVA Im PERL): Lucla Puadine, Il'rl.l.l.d.l.'ll.l il Sangtheastern LD 1|l|lrrl:|‘|l i ullr::
af Chpreenaetry snedens VOSH grosp, reports chat 5 (s, 27 students and 5 sih-
limrns spoonases traveled to Cumon, Pera im Late April, Twuo seeks before leoving, students held a T-Ilil:ﬂ-l' B

TRIESE IR, |:_n':|lur [rie sanly .?. n.h'lp /8] |l|l.1-1-|.ﬁ| T & I'J'|.|. L .j. i].lnd.l.l_.ﬂh'i the ARy fmm ashdch nickets o Mers were pl.:rl'hlil.h.l.i

SNOVA ream s L2000 paatientn amad distrilnsted onr | 000 peaien of plosses. Childves of kel Lions members aasisted wich mramslating,
Mormally the die used serves ws a demtal clindc. Plus ol phoropiers and peodes werd prondded by hosts; dhree locold O Lor theer tviil Levsaes arl
lmzmmetery. ABCWVE L Third wear MOVA stwder Ben Sdiestad with @ paticnd CENTER: Sorting glisse BIGHT: While they uvmhed haeed,
e peams hied the pleciure of visteng Maceha Piochie

VOSH roads to Honduras are well-wom

Magdalene [3 Carbin, CH
For mae, vach VOSH massion hax

always assumed a characteristic themne.
O owr iy to Homdieras earlier this vear,
it s rouls, Whe!

Ot ey i hasradres] iveniv-sight of
the MWevember, 0949, Noatimual
Creographic Magaane there i a pictiare
of the Himuduran *highuway™ thar hed
been cloed amtil the dery beforr our
departure for thar Cenirral American
cowridry. The peafele bl outired s
ev-eiphil straight diss of ram before oar
VIASH Chhio team left the statex

Much of the rosde frim 5an Padro
Yaeda to Trufillo waes flooded and mony of
the temporary Bailey Bridges were
washed owl, This ds the same area where
Hwrricane Mitch hod made L'm-!_f..d[ ol
cussed eemrmoas damege the year hefore
The neaw flweding was so severe that o
leader, Bill Wolfe haily began moking
altemative plans to go to Santa Barbara,
site of ether VOSH miasions, Inthe jow
daes prior o our departure, our laison
Pete Twitchell made o test trip on the
romate ber Tragfillo and determined chae it
nas pusssalle, We soonald o Jor §6.”

This nedrly orpoaisahle road confires
in ¥ rieiniad he lH_#Iu-I-IJ of rousds e
|lrf|11.-|' [l and VOISH sriisaion: roads frow-
clecd e Bripg dowrtions of eveglasies)
roschals der Brivig codbected glasses to our

Page & VIOSH/ INTERNATIONAL

provessing center in Pandorg (hhio; moads
comrvergingg on Pandora o transport hum.
dreds of vedunteers who prepare the hun.
dreds of thowsands of glosses; roads cnd
detours leading VIOSHers 1o milssion
sitea rosads then by pidients whas fre
qrently muest walk fong distances to
receive helps roads to organizations to
give rejorts or dide presentations of mis-
siomes, ronsids .,'inrh'rlg ‘romind @ TORATY Er
repewt the cvele dguiim.

We armived im San Pedrmo Sula with
clear summy shies and wene greeted by the
intrepid German Consed, Buth Berklmg
whose heipht is exactly at the level of
the darker line on the hallway wall
perkinyy the Jlived line from Miich. | See
frome page featwne], She cleared us
thomegh cuseomes acith euse anad smoothed
the bsading of supplics ante =the best bus
in Hopdurus, ®

We were accomjuemied on the 2k inile
trifs to the mussion sie by meo policenmen
with submachine gums anad mflex wharse
fadr it v B gruard ooer eguipanend and
the 700N [Ty rlfghw'r awe bremgghi,

D Mohmder Cupta headed the ssmgi-
cal team carrving mergical mecTasTfes,
frhoke mmachimies, auioclaves, medicenes
and surgical sufplics o remeee 37 disas
cillariEcts, perform 33 prerviia sierperies
andd 2 foreigr besly remerale

Full'Winger, 2000

There were so mabiny wnforgertable
climie memecnty: the finy ter-weur-old
Dvoran’s child width high myopia whoe'd
never ween well foschood and who ke
testing her pew plasses; the frigheened,
maerly deaf Garafing wosnan whe trem:
Bled duaring cutaract sergery; the ebderfy
st Blimded by demze cotaracts carefully
being guided up the stairs (o megery and
hia amuzemaenl the nest moming of
being able w0 see friends and fomily; the
st aeho s ey werinkles after luis
cataract surgery; the dogens of sthers
whar haad 1o be referred for special inter-
R THRCT (T 3 tl."'\.'l C4EITLf,

H’rﬂh| H-1 :rLU|'l-.. lu:':lrnl dEi el lhllurllljirl
high above the city was our hotel head.-
P, [ csenifiom dbedi WO S ers
berupiise ouer accommadotions aned the
T I'I.:IL‘I.IIH ||I|r|.||.|!l.'q ”H‘ f"l':..l'l.l'TI:-l'1
School are not the brical VIOSH experi-
eace, [f was pleasant o be spoiled by iar
hasts whi even arrarged fior a eradifioal
lhamnksgiving Dhinne.

Al the end of the clinic, we truvelal
ireiar the comebrysiibe and visited Yincend
Pescmiore's Finca del Nino. After exame
iimg |00 peaple, dispensing glosses fo
a gond neember of them, comdating 72
surgiral procedures umad expreriencing the
wiomgherfiel Homdsmm cadbure, the misd
difficiafe moad lefe to trovel wies oy fron
onar mewe freeneds tomaxind honine,




WEBSITE UPDATE: wwaw. YOSH.org

Webmmaster Chisck Covingrom s
pewsed to report thait the VIOSH.
INTERNATIONAL website continues
o attwoct om aevrage of 200 visaiors o
dory, It is ployving a major role in making
the grrwmil public suware of mer active
ries, for commamicating between chap-
ters aend for making comnections wdth
weedy people in thind-world coungries.
Indeed, inguiries have been comdng in
fromm seromnad the world.

Chusck recenily redesigned the Lavout
of the site to make it more wser-friendby.
With comie cllch weud coin aoces Snforms-
Bt dibwmel wpcimming brife, begrm bt
chatfater dctivities or leove a messcge.

In ime recent note, D L}'did-ﬁhm

Noadorr, o ophehalmologis working
with a gvoup called FAME (thelr howe
office is o Chdol, requested donations of
ased eve cure egquiprmene-a dic konp, ker-
dicmneter, retimaoscope, eic. Her eomanl =
Bavaacdirr ier africoomline comm.gh.

Opeomatriet Mike DeRosier simte om
behalf of people in Samoa. They are
serking Kioystome Telehinoodars ax an
cltermuaative means of soreening school-age
children, D, DeRosier cun be reached at
dpriocia fumo, com,

"The VOSH webwite is only as good as
the mformation/news/ letters/photos you
sendd in,” savs Chuck. "Pleaie keepr s
updated.® Your can comtact Chaeck
throwgh the message boand o oeer seeh
sike or af chuck janin cdberdade_com.

Ruth Berkling in the hills of Honduras

Continueed from page |

They retumed that same Oclober and
have been returming ol least once, some-
limscs bwice & yeur, ever since, The tcam
continues 10 see berween 3,000 and
4 UHH} panents on cach mission. Clinie
venues change each time in order io help
meecdy people from different areas,

Ruths role as in-country liason has
been velal o the ongoing success of the
provgerim, although after so many vears
of workmg chmely with Dy, Jedl
Marshall {he coondmates the 1nps from
the stades ), many of the details no longer
need to be discussed. What 1s shared s
talk whout Family snd chime friendship,
even kinshiap. as Dr Marshall 15 podia.
ther ti Futh s middle son

The everyday rhvthm of Buth's life
woas suddenly and severely impacted
when Amald deed moa car acorkent in
1980, The bows wene i collepe by then,
bt their l,lil..l!'_hll:r witd oaly severn.

Hather Ehan Pu.i.'l.. up mitad reburn hoime,
Buth remaimed in her adopted coumry.
She was mumed Hosiosiry Consul fod
Crermany for eight provinces in 1983, a
porad whach she contincs to hold.

MNor did Buth give up her efforts on
bebull of thic needy i Homdiaras. She se
abown formiang a charitable foundation,
the Fundatcion Para Serracios Medicos
Vidwrarios (Foundation for Voluntary
Medical Servaces] amd Fm!-l!ndd o l.HI"I-
thalmalogicsl services starting in 1984,

The Fundacion now provides 40w 50
sirrperics ammually,

And. thanks again 1o her organization’s
persistent cnpaigiving, there i mow a
permanent eve clinic in San Pedre Sula
Tune I1L-l|'n. necdy people with eve prod.
lerms theoughoun the vear. The fwo-story
bisilduig has approsimanely 2 0000 s uare
feet on esch floor. with areas for ¢xpmin-
ing, dispensing, propirng. surgery, posl-
op, etc. Kuth can be found at the clinic
aiy days a weck

“The bonger vou work with the poor,
e e aware you becomse of the
iremendous nesds,” says Ruth, 50, two
yeads mgn, her Fundarion daned st
another clinic, one for geneml medicine,
comiplele with & drsgsiore offering basic
medicarkos.

“Suppmaeid |y public haspitals treal the
pos of our country for nothing,”™ says
Ruth, "'t they never have medicing, 1
15 only wvailabie af the very privale,
expensive drugstores, [oan iell vou at
thes moment we are able 1o supply tan
paticnis with diabetes and high hlood
pressure medicmes,”

Two years ago, the Fundscion Para
Servicios Medicos Voluntanos was vl
ed 1o poin VOSH-INTERNATIONAL a0
YOSH-Honduras, Along with her far 100
numerious other dutics, Kuth Berklimg
comtinues o wiork hand 1o keep that rels-
timship strong

L] o L] ® L]

WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL
EVACUATION INSURANCE!

Most of us don't like to chink aboma
the smlikely situation of being injured or
even dying while oraveling and so e dis-
miss sach thoughts. Sall, it can happen,

Whether vou're an active VOSHer or
an anytime fraveler, we'd like to bring 1o
wour attention the existence of a medical
ctacstion servce for anvone traveling
150 miles or more from their pormanent
residonoe,

Exsentially, MEDJET ASSISTANCE
proides a bicket home in the event of a
medical erisis o deth, The service pro-
wicles 24-humar-faer-day, H65 -daysfacr-year
aid fromy anchere around the waorld.
Membership bencfits enchule:

1. Adr meclical evocmation and repaatri-
atiof seriices, whether or s there’s o
medical necessity, except within 150
mmiles of your hueme or while eraveling in
coundries where LS Dept, of Seate mavel

restrictions apply.

2. Tromsport services from the home
bosprital b sprecialey hospitals thronighois
the L%,

1, Worldwide medical referrals and
momitring of members medical comali-
TEom

&, Wirldwide l.rwl nrfn.-rru]

5, Transdation assistance with foreign
eedicad refsirts

i, hlm-.rgq_-ln.':-.' TR ANCEY [FAETLArTh EASIT

7. Travel and cultwral information

E. Compmehensive we-mmavel medicine
oosaltation.

Annucd mevnbershij coae & 5150 (mde-
vichud ) en 8225 (foonily). Yima mmoest be
wricler age 75 o guaalify, bt special meni-
bershap ix auunlible for corene MEDJET
ASKISTANCE members who have
rectched their 75tk birthday.

For further dietaily comeact:

MEIJET ASSISTANCE, PO Box
6162, Birmingham, AL 35261.0629.

Felephime: 1-H0-903- 3538, Thetr web:
sty waewmedjrtasistanoe. com
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Frisilanr Do Sdrnaind by s

Fuwr famther imformation,, ol Toldl-Fres
1-877-VOSHers
e wisit guer wehsiter
warw, VOSH.org
& & & &

VOSH IV TERNATHINAL is @ woluntary nos

i e tation shose primary goal o o
facilitats e prosiaon of ion come wxriduids
hpqﬂ.ruhn;_ naidher d.fh'ﬂm iebaun
aach care.

VOH TN TERSA TN AL accomplidhes thia
ol by oo as @ coondinaning body for offili

atrd chagpters, by adminddrativedy naphorting
@t inben of <hapaers amd mermbery amd sy
actively frrmuting the jormation of new chap-
ten alil wwrie e,

Curremshy thaeny are 23 stalr chapier, three
of which dre ciinfuvd of feo of e il s
addicim, there @ |4 active sl chapiers,
i wwll s me ok i Memiee Camoda anad
v

FRESMIDENT

[h. Jeffrey O Marsball
P Box 1025, Indienapedin, [N #6219
SE7-522.7788 drjeminan. net

PRESIDENT-ELECT
. Huowry 1. Zeler

IUM%WUIHJ&

harrorelimerio me e, mei

VICE-PREXILAENTS
I, Pl Adichess
1 Omericned e Spriigfickd 1L 62707
F1T. P87 BlhS postfuenoeis romiom. nel

5. Mefam Eidiisasda
[ 36 Eaar Lo River. Fospdemlile, MI 48536
L g
EYECARE = tamaiges. mer

1%, Nhaart Frowd
Ak 2 1ineh S AW, Fdeweh, WA G026 5616
#75-THT-HEHRA I]‘runl:.rﬂ""ll'.:q

k. Pari Fide
S720 ek Avevime Sourh,
Bamingheen, AL F522F NAGHA 100 e 5105
’.lihh-ﬂhnudn;rﬂrl‘;uh

SEURETARY THEASU'RER

Chaaries H. Cowingmon, 5r,
1002 ek Viess Circles Lake My, F1L 12786
HI7- 335261
VOIS Floridass botmail, com

MNEWSLETTER EINTOHE
Labelle DY Awnioo

x4 1, Heddem, MA 01520
LAY

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL
ipuniper Oofomesne Serroes &0 B
Drr. Jeffrey Marshall

O Box 19028

Indianapoliz, IN 46219

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Your contributions
and memberships

VOSH/ANTERNATIONAL is a 501-
(c)-3 corporation, meaning that all

Cher primary smeree of income s
mernbership and Chegter dises. We
CTROMTIET Ofptometrists b foim cnd
help ws geve this added service ws a pan
:fnl.rr i;llrlfrm'.r.luﬂ levee. W also wel-
cenne pther frofeisiomals and keypeople

who share mer desive to help those less
fortumate obtidn better sighe.

VOSH INTERNATIONAL duses wre
530 per wear, Chaprer dues are 3100
per wear, Medse send dues or congribu-
o fop

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL
ey Chardes Covingtom, Trewsrer
102 Ok View Circle,
Luke Marv, FL 12746
Be sure g0 imclade your nome, adidress,
tefephanie aul c-maid if 3o Bane onr,
Furr wrwrre iniformatiom:

cadl TOWL FREE I-H77-VOSHes or
vigie owr wehsiter wwew  VOSH ooy

Dues increase voted

A vhe Oerober VIT Ammacl Mecting,
anmial dues were raised dightly o meet
the growing cost of providing services and
to implement a program of trevel scholar.
ships to student chapeers.

Individhsal iprs are niene F30 per
wear, Chajer dhees will be 5 100 per wear,

Pass the newsletter along

PMease share vour newslegeer by display.
Eng it im your affice o senading at to muer-
cated pompde. Yow can refer others o our
wehsite where some of the artices from
the newsletter will be roactinely fostod:
wrew VOSH org




