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Third Jamaican Mission A Success

By Bob Merriam

A third annual VOSH mission along Jamaica's
beautiful north shore was recently completed In
January, a team of five optometnsts and eleven
volunteers were hosted in Montego Bay by the S5t
James Red Cross and an Amenican Trans Air rep-
resentative

Following our style of previous years for this
one week mussion, we marmied a good four day work
week to villa living in the off hours On Monday
through Thursday, we arnived at the work site early
for a full day wath our patents One distinct ad-
vantage this year was the short 10 manute nide from
the villa to the work site. Despite our quite com-
pact work rooms in the Red Cross building, 1,794
patienis were examined and most were fitted with
glasses trom our 3,600 par library

This year we brought a Nikon Retinomax
hand-held autorefractor wath the intention of pre-
screemmng each patient before refraction by an op-
tometrist A special battery pack was added 1o al-
low continuous operation through the day Even
then, the best we would do was about 30 per hour,
which was not enough to keep up with our team of
five OIY's Companson of the Retnomax pnntout
and the final prescription by the OD did not give as
good a comelabion as we would have expected

Friday, the manager of the luxunous Wyndam
Rose Hall Resort treated us to day passes to his all
inclusive hotel  Four of us opted for a cross-island
safan to check out a possible 1997 site at May Pen
The nde was teeth chattenng 3 1/2 hours tnp (ong
way } to cover B9 mules. The sale is very promsing
with a new large Lions Club health center making

an excellent work site. The May Pen Lions are
quite active in eyecare and should make a fine sup-
port team  Saturday, a well sunburned team
boarded the plane for home. Dr, Susan Matzdofl,
in particular, was leaving a balmy 75 degrees for a
reported minus 80 degree wind chull in her home at
Minneapolis

VOSH Indiana wishes to thank the many
members who give 5o much of their time and
resources to make our missions possible.
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We save sight - and
sometimes we get lucky and

save lives, too.”
...0v. Jaffrey Marshall

Hector Reves, fefi, ay he looked before the
prosthetic ¢ye was fired

Relow, left, Hector as he appeared before his
NUrREry:

Below, D Jefirey Marshall tries fo comjfort
Hector during the prosthetic ey fitling process

——

Hector Reyes
An Update

At age three, Hector Reyes was diagnosed by a VOSH doctor with retinoblastoma, a fast growing
and extremely dangerous cancer of the eye  The VOSH doctors had only about three weeks to perform
the surgery hefore it involved the other eye. This type of cancer, left untreated, would most certainly be
tatal

Thiough the efforts of a Honduran businesswoman, Dr Chuck Hornberger, the Lions Club and a
host of doctors and volunteers, Hector was brought 1o the United States for life saving surgery and
radhation therapy. His nght eve was removed and the treatment a complete success  But 1o Hector, it
left ham “different”™ than the other kids  The last thing any little boy wants is to be “different™.

Ok the last VOSH mussion 1o Honduras, Hector armved 1o see the YOSH doctors and - best of all
- 1o have a prosthetic eve fitted Dy Jeff Marshall helped to calm his fears dunng the selection and fitting
process. ~He came through this whole thing just like a champ,” says Marshall He’s a remarkable little
boy, and more importantly, represents whal VOSH mussions are all about  We save ~.|5|11 - and soaree-
times wie get lucky and save ives, oo ™



VOSH

International
Meeting

Indianapolis will host the 1996 VOSH Inter-
national Annual Meeting, The Indianapohs Marmaott
on the east side at 2151 Street will provide the meet-
ing space for the October 18 and 19 meeting. Reg-
istration forms wall be distnbuted in June VOSH
maembers from across the country are expected to
arrend

VOSH International
Names New

Vice President

Jeftrey C. Marshall, O.D. was recently ap-
pointed to the office of Vice President for VOSH
International The two year term began in January

Dr. Marshall's responsibiities wall be in an
advisory capacity for 8 states. His long term in-
volvement in VOSH Indiana and VOSH Inteima-
tional is well known, and he has lead hundreds of
missions 10 Honduras, Hait and other third world
COUnLIes.,

February
Honduran

Mission
Hard Work - Great Rewards

The February 1996 VOSH Mission to Hon-
duras was hard work, bul the rewards, as always,
were huge The February trip was made by forty-
seven volunieers, anxious 1o meel any challenge
and ready to help evervone they possibly could

That enthusiasm never waned, even on the
longest of days. The volunteers helped 1o perform
2,962 eve examinations  If that weren't enough,
they then lined up 1,300 school age children (sce
photos on page 4) and performed vision screen-
ings. For most of the children of Honduras, any
medical attention is rare, and the opportunity (o
see one of the VOSH doctors was tremendously
appreciated by school officials and the children’s
parents. The average income in Honduras is only
about $600 per year - cenainly not enough 1o pro-
wide good health care for a family.

As one weary VOSH volunteer put it, "By the
end of the day, all | wanted 1o do was put my fect
up. But, when | thought about it. some of these
people walked 20 or 30 mules just to get here -
and they were putting their feet to the ground to
wilk home. Sure puts things in perspective ™

4TH Annual Jemesca minson
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JAMAICA 1997

January 18 - 26
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Missmn Faces

These are the things you don't

L forpet. The fuces of those whe,
wilthout VONH voluntesrs, would
nof be provided eye care.
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